1. Eligibility
  For the purpose of admission to Ph.D. programme, a candidate should have obtained a master degree 
i) with 55% marks and 50% for SC/ST/OBC (non creamy layer)/differently-abled or equivalent grade (as prescribed by the UGC). 

ii) and acquired Master’s Degree under 10+2+3+2/10+2+4+2 chronological pattern of programmes of study.

2.1.1 Admission Categories


Candidates can register the Ph.D. programme under two categories either Full-Time or Part-Time.
2.1.2 Full-time
2.1.2.1 Any candidate with the minimum eligibility qualification as prescribed  in Section 2 of this regulation shall pursue research as a Full-Time scholar under a recognized supervisor of the Periyar University either in the University Department or in the research department of an affiliated college of this University/research institution which was approved by the University as a research department.
2.1.2.2 Research fellows/Research assistants/Project assistants appointed in the research projects funded by recognized funding agencies /government, operated in the Departments of this University or approved research centres of this University are also eligible to register for Ph.D. on full-time basis in the same department/research centre provided they satisfy the eligibility criteria laid down in Section 2 of this regulation.
2.1.3 Part time
Any candidate with the minimum eligibility qualification prescribed in Section 2 of this regulation and falling under any of the following categories shall pursue research as a Part-Time scholar under a recognized supervisor of the Periyar University working in a University Department or in any of the approved research department of an affiliated college/research institution of this University.

2.1.3.1 A faculty member working in a University Department of this University or in an affiliated college of this University.
2.1.3.2 A teacher working in a Higher Secondary School or High School or Polytechnic situated within Tamil Nadu with a minimum of three years of permanent service. 
2.1.3.3 A candidate employed (other than a teacher) in a permanent job, within Tamil Nadu and nearby Bengaluru with a minimum of four years of service put in continuously after the qualifying degree.
2.1.3.4 Research assistant/Technical assistant working in permanent service in a University Department with a minimum of two years service.
Candidates seeking registration for Ph.D. programme under part time category shall submit ‘No Objection Certificate’ from their respective Head of the Institution/Employer. Candidates registered for part time Ph.D. programme shall submit the certificate for continuation in service from the Head of the Institution/employer every year through the Research Supervisor and the concerned Head of the Department or Head and Principal of the Research Centre in an affiliated college. Registration of candidates under clauses 2.1.3.1 to 2.1.3.4 mentioned above automatically ceases when the candidate leaves from the employment.

2.2 Eligibility for foreign students  
Candidates from abroad are permitted to register for Full-time Ph.D. programme as mentioned in Section 2.1.2 provided the candidate possesses academic requirements equivalent to academic qualifications mentioned in 2. Once they apply with the necessary documents, the University shall decide on their eligibility and subsequent admission process.











